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COMMUNISM VS, CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT

We hear and read so much these days about internationalism
and world government, that we should do some very sound think-|
ing for ourselves, as to what a communistic form of governm nt |
would mean in this country, A comparison of the opportunities
of a Communistic government and Constitutional governmont
is worth while,

Under a consatitutional government like that of the United
States, where individual enterprise is given every opportunity
and every encouragement, the advantag-s are in striking contrast
with the digeouragements of a communistie plan of government
such as now exists in Russia. Americans take so much delight in
recording the attainments of those who start out in life with no
aid except their own individnal ability and energy that one might
almost reach the conclusion that there is little opportunity for the
son of a wedalthy family. The attainments of those who rise from
modest surroundings are =0 widely heralded that there might al-
most be an impression that the young man of wealthy antecedents
glands little show of making a success by his personal efforts.

The fact is, however, that under the assurance of equal op-
portunity which a constitutional government affords, where pro-
perty rights are respected and protected, there is practically no
limit to the success that may be attained by either the rich or
the poor. In the last few years, two young men of well known
families have attained national prominence entirely through their
own ability and efforts, notwithstanding their families were pos-
sessed of unonsual wealth, One of these young men is John Hays
Hammaond, Jr., who has invented many deviees in connection with
wireless control of sencraflt, The other is Sherman M. Fairchild
of New York, who hasg attaived world wide distinetion by inven-
tions in aerial photography.

So far as gaining a livelithood is concerned probably neither
of those young men needed to do any work whatever. They could
have gone into some line of husiness where their invested capilal
would have brought them a sure and steady income without any
personal exertion on their own part. They chose rather, a career
that required the most exacting personal attention, and, as a re-
sult of their efforts, have contributed to the world’s store of
scientific knowledge and have benefited mankind for all time to
come,

There would have been neither encouragement nor opportunity
for either of these voung men under a bolshevistic form of gov-
ernment. Jlaving their money taken away from them would have
hurt them least of all, They were using not their money but Tht'il‘i
brains, A communistic government, exercising the right to na-
tionalize evervthing, would have undertaken to tell them in what
occupation they should engage and probably would have set one
of them tilling ficlds and the other bearing a rifle in a soviet army.
If in their spare time under a soviet government they created in-
ventions which would be of henefit to the world they would he de-
nied the special rewards of their efforts, for the government would
Lave confiscated their rights and their property. Under such a
syvstem there would be no inducement whatever to put forth the
eflort neeessary to dizcover the methods by which new and more
valuable use could be made of wireless transmission or of optical
devices

These illustrations serve to emphasize the truth that it is
not only the men of property who gainsg advantage under a con-
gtitutional form of government but every individual who has a'
desire to work, to ereate, and to t'l‘i--j.' the rewards of his energy
and ability, |
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NO COMPROMISE WITH DISHONOR ,

Time will undoubtedly bring to the Harding administration |
a world-wide approval of its course in declining to send represent- |
atives to Genoa or The Hague to attend a conference which would
recogmize the Soviet government of Russia. President Harding's |
decision was based upon fundamentally sound reasons, and,
though certain European interests may be temporarily displeased,
they will ultimately realize that the course pursued by the United |
States was best for the permanent welfare of Europe and the
world.

To recognize the Soviet regime and extend it a loan of the de-
rired billion dollars would not lead to a restoration of industry in
Russia. The billion would be used directly or indirectly to main-
tain the military organization by which the Lenine government
keeps itself in power, If the money should be directly employed
in industry, other funds to a corresponding amount would be with-
drawn from industry, to support the military organization. The
whole bolshevik scheme of confiscation, euphoniously ealled na-
tionalization,” is unsound and must ultimately fall. ‘A loan to the
Soviet government cannot afford even a temporary relief to the
Russian people, Pouring American money into the vaults of an
international thief would but encourage the thief to continue in
his evil ways. It would afford him the means of supporting him-
gelf in his nefarious business,

Certain European nations would like to see the United States
extend direct aid to Soviet Russia, for they would be the immed-
iate beneficiaries of every dollar so spent. In the end, however,
they will see the futility of such compromises with dishonor, and
will commend the wisdom and eourage which guided President
Harding in refusing to temporize with Bolshevism.

The self conceited man is a genius in his own estimation who
doesn’t worry over what other people think,

Two can never live as cheaply as one, though many find it
necessary to do so,

Millions of people talk about hell without knowing a darned
thing about it, s 9w

The value of a family tree depends upon the quality of its
branches,
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